
July Bridge
Beth El Congregation

Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner wishes everyone a great

summer!

A Message from our
President
I hope everyone had a great month.

June was highlighted by two special Friday
night services. The first was a SHORTY led
Friday night service. It is always wonderful to
see our young congregants lead the service.
Thank you SHORTY for a job well done. The
second special service was the Bar Mitzvah of
Zev Johnstone-Yellin. Zev led the service both
Friday night and, of course, Saturday
morning. Everything went very well the
entire weekend. Zev’s family came from not
only the west coast but as far as Scotland. It
was quite a family gathering. Zev, I know you
made your family very proud as well as our
congregation.

Although we plan on “highlighting” Barbara
and Clarence in an upcoming Spotlight, I
have to say that our Temple always looks
immaculate. The floors look great a�er
Clarence stripped the old wax and put down 3

layers of new wax. You will never come to the
Temple and not find it looking great. Thank
you for the job you both do.

July will be a slow month as I know many
people including Rabbi K-L will be taking
their vacations. We will have at least two
lay-led services on Friday nights. If you would
like to lead a lay led service or want to
participate in a lay lead service, please let me
know. I’m sure if our two upcoming Bar
Mitzvah boys (Stephen Wright and Leo
Goldberg) would like to participate in the
service, that we will be able to accommodate
them.

I know that you have heard the expression
that “it takes a village” to accomplish almost
anything. That is especially true at Temple
Beth El. We are always looking for people to
volunteer to make our “village” even better.
Your board meets once a month, and anyone
is permitted to attend the meeting either in
person or via zoom. We need your input to
make our “village” the best it can be. If you
want your voice heard, either attend the
meeting or let me know what you would like
me to add to the agenda and your thoughts.

I want to wish each and every one of you a
happy Fourth of July. For those going on
vacation, have a wonderful time.

I hope everyone has a great July



July Yahrzeits
Joseph Brooslin - July 3, 1966
Ralph Miller - July 3
Shirley Borodkin - July 3
Jerry Minskoff - July 4, 2017
Jessie Masnikoff - July 5
Theresa Loewner - July 6, 1937
Edgar Wise - July 6, 1882
Dale Carole Weinbach - July 6, 2022
William Robinson - July 9, 1949
Carol S Ney - July 9, 2004
Nellie E Robinson - July 10, 2009
Blanche Spitz Slott - July 10, 2016
Regina Ney - July 11, 1930
Florine Ney - July 12, 1995
Max Wolf Landsman - July 12, 2015
Max Helbraun - July 13
William Schechter - July 13, 2017
Vincent Elkind - July 14, 1995
Siegfried Meyers - July 16, 1975
Bernard Rubin - July 16

Adrian Sonn - July 16, 1995
Molly Hirsch - July 17, 1904
Mary N Loewner - July 17
Gail Gorlitz - July 17, 2017
Jack Neckowitz - July 19, 1978
Dorothy Fox - July 21
William Wender - July 22, 1932
Harry Lewin - July 24, 1993
George Becker - July 25, 1986
Samuel Klingstein - July 26, 1912
Ronnetta (Ronnie) Kahn - July 26, 2001
Henry Ney - July 27, 1946
Emanuel Loewner - July 27, 1980
Theresa Sissman - July 28
Alvin Ney - July 29, 1945
Leon Wise - July 31
Louis Isaacs - July 31, 1909
Maude Snyder - July 31

Recent Donations
Liz Webb – Donation to Building Fund in Honor of Ron Ornstein
Liz Webb – Rabbi Discretionary Fund for Quinn’s Bat Mitzvah

Gina Jarmin – Yahrzeit – Marvin D. Mondres
Kent Palmer – Donation to Genera Fund

Gale & Charles Clemons – Yahrzeit – Arnold Abriss
Kenneth Siever – Donation to the General Fund

Leo Zindler – Yahrzeit – Pauline Zindler
Leo Zindler – Yahrzeit – Leo Zindler Sr.

Carolyn Snow – In Memory of Nancy Stewart
Harrisonburg Unitarian Universalists – Donation to Rabbi Discretionary Fund



Spotlight

This month’s spotlight: Mary Handley

Mary Handley is one of the quiet pillars of
the Beth El community. She arrived in
Harrisonburg with her family 20 plus years
ago to teach at JMU ( from where she recently
retired). Her children ( now adults off on their
own adventurous lives) Elliot and Hannah
both went through Beth El Religious school
and became B’nai Mitzvah in our sanctuary.
Several of the trees surrounding our building
were planted on these occasions. She is a
regular Friday night attendee and therefore is
o�en called upon to light the Shabbat candles
and help with the Torah service. She has for
many years shared her summer soups for
pre-lay service potlucks ( o�en with
ingredients grown in her amazing garden),
building the sense of community and Shabbat
we enjoy. She is o�en the first to welcome
new guests, making them feel welcome in our
midst. She spearheaded the wonderful adult
Bat Mitzvah group several years ago, again
encouraging and supporting her fellow
congregants. She has been an active member
of the High Holyday choir for a bunch of
years, and occasionally takes the lead

on Friday nights when Ron is away. She has
served on the board…but discovered it was
not “her thing”.

That’s because her passion is her love of the
environment, specifically, our Beth El
grounds. She is a long time member of the
building and grounds committee with
grounds being her specialty and area of
expertise. She planted the idea of the orchard,
and then planted the orchard. She
landscaped the front gardens with species
found in Israel (and in Virginia of course.)
She initiated and developed our relationship
with Vine and Fig - New Community Project,
who help maintain the orchard and share the
harvest with those in need and with us. She
organizes regular weeding parties, providing
tools, directions and infectious enthusiasm,
and when there are too few volunteers, she
puts in hours of loving labor herself, or
donates her own funds to pay hired helpers.
She is our go to expert for all questions about
plants. Our grounds are beautiful because of
Mary’s vision and follow through. SO, the
next time she puts out a call for
helpers…make time to help her. I’m sure
there are a bunch of things I’ve missed, but
that’s how it goes with those quiet pillar
types!

THANK YOUMARY HANDLEY!



Beth El Sisterhood

Members of Beth El, accepting the proclamation by the Harrisonburg City Council, recognizing May 2023 as Jewish
American Month. From left to right, Quinn Webb, Liz Webb, Ron Ornstein, Andy Kohen, Les Mintzer.


