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The purpose of this congregation shall be to worship God in accordance with the faith 

of Judaism; to cultivate a love and understanding of the Jewish heritage; to strengthen 

the ties within the Jewish community; to strengthen the bonds of  loyalty with the 

Jewish people everywhere; to bring nearer the Dominion of God on earth through an 

emphasis on the principles of righteousness and harmony in society at large, and to 

engage in social action projects in pursuit of social justice and Tikkun Olam (repair of 

both the human and nonhuman components of the world). 
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From the Board 4/22/19: 

 

• Beth El has been busy the last few weeks!  Events included our safety presentations by Sgt. Grubbs and 

Leslie Ney, PIZZA BINGO! headed by Amanda & Evan Friss, and our Passover seder lead by Rabbi Dyme 

and coordinated by the Sisterhood. Thanks to all. 

• In addition, Michelle represented Beth El at the vigil at the mosque following the New Zealand shooting 

and spoke with over 30 grade 7 students from Eastern Mennonite Middle School prior to their trip to 

the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. 

• As a follow-up, Sgt. Grubbs completed a walk-through of Beth El, addressing a couple of things we can 

do to improve security, but noting that we are doing a good job in general.  Building security will be an 

ongoing process.  

•  The Beth El library is up to date with all recent donations, and culled books will be donated to the public 

library. The archives continue to grow. 

• There was nothing new to add from adult education, membership, or social action at this time. 

• Men’s club is coordinating the corned beef fund raiser.  They continue to help out periodically with the 

lunch for the disadvantaged at Blessed Sacrament.  Sisterhood members supplemented the catered 

Passover seder with soup, eggs, gifilte fish, haroset, and more.  

• Sisterhood Shabbat will be May 3, starting @7:30. 

• No news from Religious School, but SHORTY has several activities lined up including extending our 

recent volunteer morning by completing the much needed mulching.  Becky Mintzer, Keenan Glago & 

Ben Harris will attend the Spring Kallah in PA. SHORTY has been invited to a shul-in in Richmond during 

the weekend of May 17-18 and the annual trip to King’s Dominion.  The Confirmation service for Jessica 

Mintzer is Friday, May 31. 

• The board was delighted to have two JMU students attend our meeting to discuss rebuilding our 

relationship with Hillel and the Jewish sorority at JMU. A third student was unable to attend. We will 

continue to reach out and provide whatever support we can to make JMU students aware of Beth El, the 

Reform Congregation option. As a first step, the students want to organize a car pool to insure 

transportation to Beth El.  Josh Linder, Hillel advisor, will monitor. 

• After a rabbi search, the board voted unanimously to extend an offer to Rabbi Peter Grumbacher. While 

this is an interim position, Rabbi Grumbacher has extensive experience, most recently focused on 

providing ideas to build on success while developing areas of need in sustaining small congregations.  

Fun fact: Rabbi Grumbacher was once a student rabbi at Beth El. Please contact any member of the 

board with any questions you might have. Thank you to the search committee for your diligence. 

• Please add to your calendars:  June 1, starting @ 7: 00PM and ending with Havdallah,a farewell to Ben.  

Dessert will be served. 

• As a reminder, the annual meeting will begin @ 11:30AM on May 5.  We will break for lunch @ 12:30. 

All committees should prepare a brief report prior to the meeting.  Thank you. 

 

 

Michelle 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
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Dear Beth El Congregation Members, 

I hope that this finds all of you doing well during the rest of Pesakh.  

To those who attended the Seder at the synagogue, thank you for coming and braving the weather. It 

was my honor and pleasure to facilitate the Seder. For those who went elsewhere, I hope you all had 

meaningful and enjoyable Seders too. 

Looking ahead to my last three visits, I’m excited to pray with, study with, and learn from you. Another 

goal of mine is help people feel more comfortable lifting the Torah. To that end, I’m planning to hold a 

Torah Lifting Inservice on my next visit, Saturday May 11, at 1:30 PM, followed by Torah Study at 2:30. 

Hope to see you there. 

Best wishes, 

Rabbinic Intern Dyme 

 
 

 

Rabbinic Intern: Ben Dyme 

President: Michelle Ornstein 

Vice President: Joshua Linder 

Treasurer: Bill Ney 

Secretary: Phil Renick 

Corresponding Secretary: Gale Clemons 

Trustee: Lester Mintzer 

Trustee: Bill Ney 

Trustee: Ron Ornstein 

Past President: Andy Kohen 

At large member: Amanda Friss 

At large member: Ron Rubin 

At large member: Linda Kohn 

Sisterhood Presidents: Sherri Alt + Rebekah Greenfield 

Bridge Editor 

Elliott Golub 

Elgolubret@comcast.net 

540-289-5336 

Leadership 

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 

mailto:Elgolubret@comcast.net
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Men's Club President: Lester Mintzer 

Religious School Principals: Dara Hall + Liz Webb 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
03  Max M Joseph   1924 Member 
04  Bruno Hirsch   1888 
05   Ella P Blatt    1979 
06   Rose Gelman 
07   Julia S Ney    1944 
       Maurice Scheuer   1935 
08   Theresa Hirsch   1903 Member 
09  Henry Myerberg           Dave Myerberg’s Father 
       Lillian Tassle 
       Greg H. Kahn    2013        Arnie Kahn’s Son 
10   Bob Nemoytin   1984 Member 
       Joyce Helbraun   2018 Member 
11   Janet Kohen   2008 Member 
12   Lillian Coxe 
13   Paula Kaiser   1997 Member 
14   Edna Ash    1979 Member   Eddie Ney’s Grandmother 
       Violet Handley             Mary Handley’s Mother 
 

 YAHRZEITS 
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16 Sophie Blatt   1969 Member  Frank Blatt’s Grandmother 
      Lynn Miller    2001 Member 
      Louis Scheuer   1927 
      Sylvia Minskoff   2006    Jerry Minskoff’s Sister-in-law 
19  Minnie Wender   1962       Simon Wender’s Mother 
20  David Frankel   1988 Member 
      Augusta Loewner   1893 
21 Arnold Abriss   1984    Gale Clemons’ Father 
23  Rabbi Sheldon ben Zvi Fleming    Grandfather of JMU Hillel’s President                                                        
        Frank Fleming 
26  Heinz Wallach   1937 Member 
      Mildred Greenfield     Margee Greenfield’s Mother 
27  Barbara (Bobbie) Bloom  2018     Alan Neckowitz’ sister 
      Charles A Hammer  1938 Member 
      Abe M Loewner   1932 Member 
28  Ludwig Hirsch   1929 Member 
      David Kohen          Florine Ney’s Father 
      Richard Kohn       Peter Kohn’s Brother 
29  Robert Minskoff    2016     Jerry & Esther Minskoff’s Son 
30  Jay Nusbaum 
       Molly Huffman 
31  Erwin Helbraun   2010 Member 
 

 

   

 
 
To the Yahrzeit Memorial Fund  
Eric & Jayne Rynar  In memory of Jayne's father (Sam Schneider).  
Bill & Leslie Ney  In memory of Bill's great-grandfather (Joseph Ney)  
 
To the Pizza Bingo Fundraiser  
Phil Renick  
Elliott & Thea Golub  
 
To the General Fund  
Penny Williams  
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATIONS 
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We were honored and thrilled to host the WRJ District board meeting here at BethEl on 3/30/19-

3/31/19. Thank you so much to Rabbi Ben for holding Torah study with our ladies, it was amazing! 

Torah study concluded and we all went to Taste of Thai for a lovely, fun dinner, Havdalah at the Taste 

of Thai was something we had never done, it was very nice to be together, again , thank you Rabbi Ben 

for facilitating and joining with us! Our board meeting was the following morning at Temple, we were 

thanked again and again for hosting and for our lovely hospitality, thank you to the women that helped 

set everything up and participated. We had approximately 25 women join us for the weekend.  

 Sisterhood supported the Temple fundraiser at pizza bingo by running a bake sale which was a nice 

success. Everyone needs a sweet desert after all of that pizza! Thank you to all women who baked.    

A huge thank you to our Sisterhood women who helped make our Passover Seder a success filled with 

a beautiful room, blooming tulips, the best Matzoh ball soup ever, great varieties of charoset and 

dinner. Thank you to those that also helped set up the room and of course Judy and Gale for the soup, 

Becky for all of those eggs!  Rabbi Ben led a lovely seder, we thank you!  Hope everyone is enjoying 

their matzoh as we speak!!    

UPCOMING:  Our Sisterhood Shabbat service is coming soon, May 3, 7:30 pm. We will be doing our 

healing service again this year at the request of many. It is a lovely service that received wonderful 

comments last year, we all know healing is ongoing. Please join us to share this lovely service together.    

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday 5/6/19  at 6:00 pm at Vinnie's Restaurant which is located 

in the shopping center of Bed, Bath and Beyond, Walmart on Burgess Road. It is at the other end of the 

strip mall from Barnes and Noble. Please call if any questions about location. Please join us to finish up 

the year, yummy restaurant with a lovely gluten free menu!    

Sincerely, Sherri Alt,  Rebekah Greenfield  

Sisterhood CO-Presidents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SISTERHOOD 
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Happy Spring!     

The past couple of months have been very busy! There are many joyous holidays to celebrate in the 

spring in addition to spring break and Passover break! It is hard to believe the end of the year is 

approaching so quickly.    

In March, our amazing students led a beautiful Shabbat service on Saturday, March 2nd.  It was a joy to 

be there!  A couple of weeks later, we celebrated Purim with a Jump Purim celebration at Valley Jump 

Trampoline Park after making Shalach Manot for our friends and neighbors.  Thank you to our parent 

helpers – the Neckowitz, Lipkin and Gutterman families – with a special shout out to Adam Gutterman 

for baking many, many, many delicious hamentaschen!!    

We hope everyone has had a sweet and happy Passover celebration with their family and friends in 

April.  At the end of April on the 28th and beginning of May on the 5th, we will commemorate some 

important days – Yom Hashoah, Ham Hazikaron and Yom Ha’Atzma’ut.  Our Religious school year will 

conclude on May 19th with a Lag Be’Omer celebration and Potluck.    

It has been a sincere pleasure to work with this amazing group of students and teachers this past year!  

We have also enjoyed having the opportunity to get to know Rabbinic Intern Ben Dyme a little 

throughout the year.  Thank you to parents and congregants for your support of Beth El Religious 

School!   

 L’shalom,  

Dara & Liz , Co-Principals    

SHORTY – see attached pictures from our trip to West Virginia    

SHORTY has been keeping busy this spring.  We had a huge number of participants attend NFTY-MAR’s 

The Vent in Durham, NC from Friday March 8-10th.  Everyone had a great time!  We have two 

SHORTYites attending the Spring Kallah on April 25-28 in URJ Camp Halam in PA.  Thanks so much to 

Becky Mintzer for attending all of these events with our SHORTY members!!    

On March 29-30, nine of our SHORTYites went to visit Rabbi Joe in West Virginia. We had a Shul-In at 

Temple Israel in Charleston, WV, attended services, and visited the capitol and museum.  Amid lovely 

meals and raucous fun we had a wonderful visit!  Thanks so much to the Feldmans for driving one of 

the vehicles!    

We have lots of great events on the horizon!  Hope to see you there!  

 Dara & Becky ,Co-Advisors for SHORTY  

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL/SHORTY 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS/PHOTOS 

PASSOVER 2019 

SAFETY CLASS APRIL 6, 2019 



9 

 

 

 

Men’s Club Book Donation, 2018-19 

 

 

 
 

Staunton High School librarian Lori Peltonan (l) and Men’s Club’s Andrew Neckowitz (r), with the books Lori 

requested to help students become aware of and remember the holocaust, for themselves and for future generations. 

 
A Pigeon and a Boy, Meir Shalev 

 

An Unspeakable Crime: The Prosecution and Persecution of Leo Frank, Elaine M. Alphin 

 

Clara’s War: One Girl’s Story of Survival, Clara Kramer, 2 copies 

 

Man’s Search for Meaning, Victor Frankel, 2 copies 

 

Maus I and II, Art Speigelman, 2 copies 

 

Stories of Deliverance: Speaking with Men and Women Who Rescued Jews from the      Holocaust, Marek Halter, 2 copies 

 

The Trilogy: Night, Dawn, Day, Elie Wiesel, 2 copies 

 

When Bad things happen to Good People, Harold Kushner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington Nationals vs. LA Dodgers  
Sunday July 28, 2019 

Several members of Beth El are planning on attending a 
MLB baseball game together.  All members, families, and 
guests are welcome.  Please let Bill Ney know if you plan to 
join us by  May 31, 2019 so we can acquire a block of seats 
together. 
Bill Ney  
ney331@aol.com  
540-434-5163 
 

mailto:ney331@aol.com
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PURIM 2019 

 

Visit with Rabbi Joe 3/29-3/30 
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MAY 2019 
 

   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
28 29 30 1 2 3 4 

RS Yom Hashoah 
Commemoration 

   

Yom 
HaShoah/Holocaust 
Memorial Day 

7:30amSisterhood 
Shabbat 

 9:30amReligious 
school Hashoah 

 

 

 

  

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Cinco de Mayo  

6pmSisterhood 
Meeting – 
Vinnie’s 

 

Yom 
HaZikaron 
(Memorial 
Day)  

Yom HaAtzmaut 
(Independence Day)  

7:30pmService with 
Rabbi Dyme  

5pmTorah study 
with Rabbi Dyme  

SHORTY Meeting 

    
11:30amBeth El 
Annual Meeting 

 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Mother's Day 

    

Men's club Corned 
beef sale 

SHORTY 
Shul-in in 
Richmond / King’s 
Dominion 

No religious 
school 

7:30pmLay service  

 

  

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 6:30pmBoard 

Meeting 

   

7:30pmService with 
Rabbi Dyme  

 
 

  
 

 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

 Memorial Day 

   

7:30pmSHORTY 
Confirmation service 
for Jessica Mintzer 

Havdallah and 
Farewell to Rabbi 
Dyme  

 

   
 

 

 

 
 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NThuYzFxb3E3amJ1b2VhMWI2MmxrZTJpN2QgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NThuYzFxb3E3amJ1b2VhMWI2MmxrZTJpN2QgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MDJfNjBvMzBkMzQ2MG8zNGMxZzYwbzMwZHI1NmMgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MDJfNjBvMzBkMzQ2MG8zNGMxZzYwbzMwZHI1NmMgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MDJfNjBvMzBkMzQ2MG8zNGMxZzYwbzMwZHI1NmMgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NW9xNHNsM3Q5ZDA2MXVrbm83ZG1oYWhsbzcgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NW9xNHNsM3Q5ZDA2MXVrbm83ZG1oYWhsbzcgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MDk5MXJidDMwNHBpM3Vma212ZmpnbGMwMnYgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MDk5MXJidDMwNHBpM3Vma212ZmpnbGMwMnYgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MDVfNjBvMzBkcjQ3NG8zMGMxZzYwbzMwZHI1NmMgZW4udXNhI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MDhfNjBvMzBkMzQ2NG8zMmMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmMgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MDhfNjBvMzBkMzQ2NG8zMmMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmMgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MDhfNjBvMzBkMzQ2NG8zMmMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmMgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MDhfNjBvMzBkMzQ2NG8zMmMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmMgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MDlfNjBvMzBkMzQ2OG8zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmMgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MDlfNjBvMzBkMzQ2OG8zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmMgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjVnYmE2MTFzajBnZzJjNDRmNmYzbTVnOG8gYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjVnYmE2MTFzajBnZzJjNDRmNmYzbTVnOG8gYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NThpczd1MTJsZmowZDljMnY1M3J0bmExdHUgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NThpczd1MTJsZmowZDljMnY1M3J0bmExdHUgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NW52bWFmNmdidWZrZzAyam1lcGNndmY0OGVfMjAxOTA1MDUgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MmxjbW1hNTBpbDNybmpzYnBtcHVlcHNiZ3QgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MmxjbW1hNTBpbDNybmpzYnBtcHVlcHNiZ3QgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MTJfNjBvMzBkcjU2MG8zMGUxZzYwbzMwZHI1NmMgZW4udXNhI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NWQwbnFxZ3JyMWJoN2NmZnI1ZnBpamx0bTIgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NWQwbnFxZ3JyMWJoN2NmZnI1ZnBpamx0bTIgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MHNzNmM3MGtxaWNnNnZwdWs5MnNzazJ0aGMgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MHNzNmM3MGtxaWNnNnZwdWs5MnNzazJ0aGMgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MDFnanNvdDl2Y245NHRub3YzcGJ2YzlldWUgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=Zm83N2NlYm5wNW8wZXVhOTg5OXE5cmYzaWtfMjAxOTA1MjBUMjIzMDAwWiBiZXRoZWxoYXJyaXNvbmJ1cmdAbQ&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=Zm83N2NlYm5wNW8wZXVhOTg5OXE5cmYzaWtfMjAxOTA1MjBUMjIzMDAwWiBiZXRoZWxoYXJyaXNvbmJ1cmdAbQ&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NHJ0Mm5iYnE2OHNkZmFhb2psYWk3NWFqZDggYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NHJ0Mm5iYnE2OHNkZmFhb2psYWk3NWFqZDggYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAxOTA1MjdfNjBvMzBkcjU2Y28zMGUxZzYwbzMwZHI1NmMgZW4udXNhI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MXN0Z3FpdjliazY5cjA3Z2Nwc3EyM2RyZTQgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MXN0Z3FpdjliazY5cjA3Z2Nwc3EyM2RyZTQgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NjBwa2EyODVlcHNkY2VrZTM3amllczVyaDggYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NjBwa2EyODVlcHNkY2VrZTM3amllczVyaDggYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NjBwa2EyODVlcHNkY2VrZTM3amllczVyaDggYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
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Beth El  

Congregation  

PO Box 845  

Harrisonburg, VA 22803  

 

 

 

 

TO: 


