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The purpose of this congregation shall be to worship God in accordance with the faith 

of Judaism; to cultivate a love and understanding of the Jewish heritage; to strengthen 

the ties within the Jewish community; to strengthen the bonds of  loyalty with the 

Jewish people everywhere; to bring nearer the Dominion of God on earth through an 

emphasis on the principles of righteousness and harmony in society at large, and to 

engage in social action projects in pursuit of social justice and Tikkun Olam (repair of 

both the human and nonhuman components of the world). 
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• Rabbi Grumbacher  reports  that  he plans  on shifting the  upcoming winter’s  services  to  

virtualservices.  He expressed thanks to Dara Hall and Liz Webb for the continued success of the 

Religious School. The rabbi reports good progress with the two students taking the Introduction to 

Judaism Class. Rabbi Grumbacher has been communicating with Rabbi Randi Nagle in Staunton. We’ll ve 

a joint congregational Zoom discussion in January on the book The Color of Love, written by Darra 

Gad, the mixed-race woman who was embarrassed at the URJ Biennial. This book was written 

before that event but her story reflects similar incidents even with family members. 

• Building & Grounds Committee: Ron Ornstein reported that we need to process the roof assessment, 

after receiving the detailed assessment from Johanne Zimmermann.  The committee will try to meet 

over the next week or two to go over the details.  

• Membership Committee: The board approved a new applicant, Claire Duncan, a recent 

graduate of Virginia Tech who recently moved to the area. 

• Pulpit Search Committee: Andy Kohen reported that the committee convened virtually a few 

times to tweak the application form and has submitted it to the CCAR Placement office. One application 

pending, though have not received the resume yet. 

• Social Action: Andy reports that the Faith in Action campaign for affordable housing continues as 

members of the   city   and   county   governing   bodies   have   informally   endorsed   the   idea   of   an   

Affordable Housing Trust Fund, though no formal action has taken place.   Work on notifying potential 

evictees has been paused as the Governor has extended the moratorium on evictions through 

December 31, 2020 and some CARES dollars have been allocated to Mercy House and Blue Ridge 

Legal for eviction matters. Linda Kohn attended a Zoom program hosted by HIAS, a briefing for 

members of the Jewish community in Virginia called Welcoming the Stranger: On Refugees in 

Virginia . In addition, she attended a HIAS Zoom call entitled "Post Election Debrief ; What's Next 

for Refugees", with MD Senator Ben Cardin speaking. More information to follow regarding the 

important topic of helping refugees. Michelle Ornstein attended the Faith in Action Leadership Caucus 

focusing on networking. 

• Technology Report: Rachelle Dorne reports that we have had a donation of a laptop from Cobalt 

Communications.  Another donation of an iPad was made by Naomi Ornstein.  We continue to use the 

soundboard and a microphone from Mickey Glago. Rachelle continues to see the need for additional 

congregants to assist with the technological support so that we may continue to broadcast our services. 

•  Men's Club:  Les Mintzer reports that they are planning to host the Friendship House by making a meal 

donation, without an in-person hosting of the event. 

• Sisterhood: The Sisterhood board is planning to meet soon to organize for the year. 

• Religious School:  Roni Goldberg expressed her thanks to the Rabbi for talking with her son. As the 

liaison to RS from the board, she continues to keep in touch with Dara and Liz.   

• Old Business: 

A.  Developing Outreach: We   continue   to   brainstorm   about   accessibility   to   the   greater 

community, as well as identifying possible new members. 

B.  Maintaining current membership relationships: We discussed the difficulties of maintaining these 

relationships in the face of quarantining socially.  We will try to organize a Zoom Havdallah 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT, Board meeting 11/16/20 
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service with an emphasis on social interaction. 

C.  Open Doors: It’s unclear how it will work this year for individual congregations. Gale 

Clemons will update us as more information becomes available.  

• We have set December aside to hold committee meetings and to contact the membership at large for 

their input as we plan for coming year.   The next board meeting will be January 18, 2021. 

Michelle Ornstein, Beth El board president 

 

 

 

 

“Masks, Real and Metaphorical” 

At my cousin’s virtual 85th birthday party, a posting showed how hard he tried to blow out the  

candles while wearing a mask. For some unknown reason, it didn’t work. I thought about that  

unaccomplished feat in the context of our lives today and Chanukah, our Festival of Lights. 

  Sometimes we have to lift the mask. If we dine at a restaurant, we’d pay for a meal we couldn’t 

eat if a mask covered our mouth. If we wanted to kiss a loved one, something would be missing  

if a mask covered our mouth. When we try to sing, the melody is somewhat stilted when a mask 

covers our mouth. Sometimes we have to lift the mask.  

   But the mask imperative is vitally important until this viral tragedy is completely behind us. We 

take our lives and those of others in our hands if we ignore science, if we are foolhardy in our  

assumption that “it won’t happen to me,” or as I heard one idiot say, “the virus is so small, so  

tiny, how can it spread?” 

   Our ancestors at the time of the Maccabean revolution weren’t all on the same page either.  

Some believed the threat of Hellenism was “so small, so tiny, how can it spread,” They were  

enthralled with the cultural life of the Greeks. They removed the mask, as it were; for that  

matter they removed everything else as well in their enjoyment of sports (the Greeks played  

naked!). The Greek way was alluring; the Hellenized Jews didn’t realize how dangerous it was to  

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 
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dismiss the word of God in favor of the word of these pagans. Hmmm, Dr. Anthony Fauci versus  

Dr. Scott Atlas?? 

  The Greeks extinguished the Eternal Light, the Ner Tamid,  glowing in the Temple. It was a  

symbol – remains a symbol – of the presence of God. Obviously the Greeks weren’t wearing a  

mask when they “blew out the candle.” They were fierce in their determination to rid their  

empire of any influence that ran counter to theirs. But Mattathias and his offspring were even  

more determined in their defense of the right, that is, the right way. The metaphorical masks  

they wore protected them from the viral influence that would have left embers in place of the  

warmth and eternality of the Eternal Light.  

   Thank God that spiritual science ruled the day. May true science rule ours. 

   Best wishes to all of you for a Chanukah whose eight lights will help illumine our darkest days! 

 

 

 
 

Rabbi: Peter H. Grumbacher 

President: Michelle Ornstein 

Vice President: Amanda Friss 

Treasurer: Ron Rubin 

Secretary: Phil Renick 

Corresponding Secretary: Gale Clemons 

Trustee: Lester Mintzer 

Trustee: Eric Rynar 

Trustee: Ron Ornstein 

Past President: Andy Kohen 

At large member: Rachelle Dorne 

At large member: Roni Goldberg 

Sisterhood Presidents: Sherri Alt + Rebekah Greenfield 

Men's Club President: Lester Mintzer 

Religious School Principals: Dara Hall + Liz Webb 

Bridge Editor 

Elliott Golub 

Elgolubret@comcast.net 

540-289-5336 

Leadership 

mailto:Elgolubret@comcast.net
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01 Sadye Spiro   1953 Member 

03 Alfred Ney    1954  Member   Bill Ney’s & Leo Zindler’s Grandfather 

05 Anna Bloom   1932 

     Elizabeth Levey 

06 Sebastion Goldsmith 1929   Member 

     Albert Klingstein       1957 

08 Mollie Katzen     1986  Member 

09 Max Frankel     1980   Member 

    Elaine Trubitz     1983       Mark Trubitz’ Mother 

12 Rabbi Jacob Schvanenfeld 

      Barnett Nelson 

      Molly Feig        Betty Nemoytin’s Mother 

13 Bertha Schvanenfeld  1948  

   Roselea Kohen            1998        Andy Kohen’s Mother 

   Shirley Merlin      2014  Member 

14 Simon Wender       1976  Member 

16 Agnes Moore          Cleda Frankel’s Mother 

  (William) Austin Loewner 1980  Member  

   Simon Oestreicher          1918   Member 

17 Carl Ney          1967    Member 

18 Louis Hamburg 

 YAHRZEITS 
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     Rhoda Mintzer 

21 Esther Derechinsky     Max’s Mother 

22 Sarah Rabinowitz        Josh Robinson’s Grandmother 

    Gladys Ney        1984       Member 

    Rabbi Burton Padoll    2004  

23 Albert H Ash      1946      Eddie Ney’s Grandfather 

24 Nace Cohen 

      Irma Nemoytin            2018 

25 Theresa Hirsch       1952        Member 

26 Amelia(Mimi)L Figgatt  1980      Member  

      Mal Mintzer 

      Joshua Rader Stein       Roberta Stein’s Son 

27 Anna Robinson      1949             Member  Josh Robinson’s Aunt 

28 Josephine Merzger     1928  Member 

29 Pearl Rachel Katzen 

30 Eddie Ney       1940  Member   Eddie Ney’s Grandfather 

      Doris Kalman      Brian Kalman’s Mother 

     Sarah Miller 

     Bertha Hammer       1957  Member 

31 Lenora Myerberg       1997            Member 

     Sarah Miller        1989  Member 
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Bill & Leslie Ney – Yahrzeit Annie S. Ney, Grandmother 
 
Sara Hockstein – High Holy Day thank you (Friend of Rabbi Grumbacher) 
 
Bo & Sandi Rose – Yahrzeit Sybil 
 
Michael & Nancy Clayman – Yahrzeit Memorial for Ruth 
 
Eddie Ney & Margee Greenfield-Ney – Yahrzeit Frances Stewart 
 
Michael & Maureen Goldberger – In Honor of Arrival of Millie !! Mazel Tov !! 
 
Eric & Jayne Rynar – Yahrzeit Kate Schneider 
 
Ron Rubin – Yahrzeit Mona Weiss, sister  

Stu & Judy Liss in gratitude to Rabbi Grumbacher, Michelle and Ron Ornstein, Wayne, Mike 

Jarvis, and all the congregants who made the services so meaningful. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WELCOMING THE STRANGER 

REFUGEES IN VIRGINIA 

On Tuesday, Nov.17, some of us attended an online Zoom session entitled, Welcoming The 
Stranger: On Refugees in Virginia, sponsored by HIAS.  HIAS was founded as the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society in 1881 to assist Jews fleeing pogroms in Russia and 
Eastern Europe.  The world did not yet have a legal concept for people who needed 
safe refuge outside their homelands. HIAS now welcomes all who have fled 
persecution. (Go to hias.org/history for more background information) 
 
Several organizations were represented:  ‘The International Rescue Committee’, 
which was founded in 1933 at the request of Albert Einstein, working out of 
Charlottesville and Richmond. 
 ‘Just Neighbors’ provides immigration legal services, founded and deeply rooted in 
Northern Virginia and currently expanded to all of VA, D.C. and MD. 
 
Church World Services Harrisonburg Refugee Resettlement was represented by 
Rodrigue Makelele.  
 
In the future, look for more information about the HIAS Welcome Campaign, assisting 
and supporting congregations and communities in welcoming refugees to the U.S. 
and engaging in the response to the global refugee crisis.     
 
 
            
 

 

Technology Committee. 

Streaming religious services has become an important feature of Beth El Congregation since last 

summer, enabling meaningful virtual participation by members and others who are unable to worship 

in person. The Technology Committee is looking for new committee members to assist with continued 

streaming of professionally-led services during the year. New committee members should be willing to 

learn how to use the technology and comfortable being in the sanctuary starting at 6:45 p.m.  Training 

in how to set up and implement streaming from the sanctuary will be provided. If you are interested in 

receiving more information about this important role, please contact Rachelle Dorne at 

rdorneotr@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

` 
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2020 Wish List 

 
**New items only please ***  

All donations are greatly appreciated but monetary donations are needed most! Please consider donating 

the cash value or gift cards instead of the actual item. First Step leverages suppliers to get discounts on 

food and supplies. Your monetary gift may also help First Step cover essential operational expenses 

such as phone, electricity, heat, counseling, etc. All donations, monetary or goods, help First Step in our 

mission to create peaceful families and safe communities. Gift Cards allow us to support our clients 
and assist our operating expenses throughout the year. Gift Cards from Walmart-Kroger-Meijer are 
the most helpful.   

ASSAULT RESPONSE & SAFETY ITEMS:  
New Prepaid 30 Minute Phones Cell 
Phones  
(Wiped/Deleted/With Chargers) 
Jogging/Sweatpants  
(M,L,XL, 2X,3X)   
Sweatshirts (M,L,XL,2X,3X)  
T-Shirts (M,L,XL,2X,3X)  
Women’s Underwear (6,7,8,9)  
  
BABY ITEMS:  
Diapers (Sizes 4,5,6)  
Baby Wipes  
Double/Triple Strollers  
Diaper Rash Ointment  
Swim Diapers  
Baby Bottles  
Sippy Cups  
Pack & Plays  
Baby Bath Tubs  
Baby Toys  
Breast Pumps  
  
BEDROOM ITEMS:  
Twin Sheet Sets  
Pillows  
Twin Comforters  
Blankets  
  
CLEANING SUPPLIES:  
Brooms and Dustpans  
Buckets and Mops  
Toilet Bowl Cleaner  
Disinfectant Wipes  
Glass Cleaner Bleach  
Lysol Spray Dish 

Soap Pine-Sol  

BATHROOM SUPPLIES:  
Bath Mats  
Shower Curtains  
Shower Liners and Hooks  
Bath Towels  
Hand Towels  
Liquid Hand Soap  
Wash Cloths   
PAPER PRODUCTS:  
Kleenex  
Toilet Paper  
Paper Towel  
Plastic Cups   
Zip Lock Bags   
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:  
Laundry Soap  
Laundry Baskets  
Beach Towels  
Sunscreen  
Planners  
Headphones  
Prayer Mats  
USB Flash Drives  
Shoes (New)  
Clothing (New All Sizes & Genders)   
FOOD & DRINK:  
Cold Cereals  
Canned Goods (Soup,  
Vegetables, etc.)  
Juice  
Coffee  
Tea  
Dry Coffee Creamer  
Sugar  
Individual Packaged Children’s  
Snacks  
Hot Chocolate  

KITCHEN SUPPLIES:  
Plastic Forks  
Plastic Spoons  
Paper Cups/Bowls  
Cups for Hot Beverages  
Plastic Dishes/Cups/Bowls  
Pots, Pans, Skillets  
Baking Pan/Cookie Sheet  
Garbage Bags  
Food Storage Containers with  
Lids  
Aluminum Foil  
Plastic Wrap  
Dish Towels  
Dish Sponges/Scrub Brushes  
Coffee Filters  
  
PERSONAL CARE ITEMS:  
Shampoo & Conditioner  
Body Wash  
Hand & Body Lotion  
Deodorant  
Feminine Hygiene Products  
Hand Sanitizer  
Wide Tooth Combs  
Hair Brushes Dental Floss  
Shaving Cream  
Razors  
  
HAIR CARE PRODUCTS FOR PEOPLE OF 
COLOR:  
Hair Grease (Olive Oil, Coconut  
Butter, Etc.)  
Hair Lotion  
Satin Scarves/Bonnets Hair 
Moisteners  
Curl Restorer/Definer Detangling Spray  
Detangling Conditioners  
Rubber Bands  
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DECEMBER 2020 
 
 

 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

NO Religious School - 
Thanksgiving Break 

      

 

 

 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

SHORTY Meeting 

    

Hanukkah (Day 1) Hanukkah (Day 2) 

 

  
 

 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Hanukkah (Day 3) Hanukkah (Day 4) 

Hanukkah (Day 
5) 

Hanukkah 
(Day 6) / 

Rosh 
Chodesh 

Tevet 

Hanukkah (Day 7) Hanukkah (Day 8) 

  

     
 

 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

  

  

Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

  

   
 

 

 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

 

   

New Year's Eve New Year's Day 

 

 

  
 

 

 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MXZvYzU2aDhkcXRsZzk2aTZ1YmRsdWdjcDggYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MXZvYzU2aDhkcXRsZzk2aTZ1YmRsdWdjcDggYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NW52bWFmNmdidWZrZzAyam1lcGNndmY0OGVfMjAyMDEyMDYgYmV0aGVsaGFycmlzb25idXJnQG0&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTFfNjBvMzBkMzU2Z28zMmMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTJfNjBvMzBkMzU2a28zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTNfNjBvMzBkMzU2b28zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTRfNjBvMzBkMzU2c28zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTVfNjBvMzBkMzU3MG8zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTVfNjBvMzBkMzU3MG8zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTZfNjBvMzBvcjNja28zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTZfNjBvMzBvcjNja28zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTZfNjBvMzBvcjNja28zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTZfNjBvMzBvcjNja28zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTZfNjBvMzBvcjNja28zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMTdfNjBvMzBkMzVjNG8zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMThfNjBvMzBkMzVjOG8zMGMxZzYwbzMyZGhwNmsgZW4uamV3aXNoI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMjRfNjBvMzBkcjU2a28zMGMxZzYwbzMwZHI1NmcgZW4udXNhI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMjVfNjBvMzBkcjU2Z28zMGMxZzYwbzMwZHI1NmcgZW4udXNhI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMDEyMzFfNjBvMzBkcjRjb28zMGMxZzYwbzMwZHI1NmcgZW4udXNhI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MjAyMTAxMDFfNjBvMzBkcjQ2b28zMGMxZzYwbzMwZHI1NmsgZW4udXNhI2hvbGlkYXlAdg&ctz=America/New_York

