Beth El Congregation Harrisonburg, Virginia

Keeping the Jewish Community Connected

The Beth El Bridge

Bethel-Harrisonburg.org

The purpose of this congregation shall be to worship God in accordance with the faith
of Judaism; to cultivate a love and understanding of the Jewish heritage; to strengthen
the ties within the Jewish community; to strengthen the bonds of loyalty with the
Jewish people everywhere; to bring nearer the Dominion of God on earth through an
emphasis on the principles of righteousness and harmony in society at large, and to
engage in social action projects in pursuit of social justice and Tikkun Olam (repair of
both the human and nonhuman components of the world).
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Report from the board:

Several congregants took part in providing requested feedback on sermons from Rabbi Dyme.
Andy Kohen completed the mid-year assessment from HUC.

Ron Ornstein contacted Abbas Rawoot to convey our horror and support to the mosgue in response to
the events in New Zealand. Ron included the recent message from Rabbi Dyme.

Josh Linder and other Jewish faculty members at JMU will have a breakfast meeting with President
Alger to discuss various topics, recognizing there is not one Jewish perspective.

Josh will also invite the current Hillel president to our next board meeting in an attempt to connect JMU
students to Beth El. It has also come to our attention that there are several Jewish students at
Bridgewater College.

The nominating committee (Cindy Baron, Dan Bly, and Dara Hall) submitted a slate of candidates for
the board. Ballots will be sent out soon. The annual meeting will be Sunday, May 5, with lunch
provided. More information to follow.

The rabbi search committee continues to meet. At this time, we have one viable applicant.

The social action committee continues to take part in community events. There are lots of ways to get in
involved in Harrisonburg including the Interfaith Association and Faith in Action. Please contact Arnie
Kahn, Andy Kohen, Linda Kohn, or Sandi Rose if you want additional information.

The Men’s Club will again take the lead in the corned-beef sandwich fundraiser on May 17.

You can start taking orders at any time. Orders will be delivered. Contact Les Mintzer for more
information. Sisterhood has lots of projects going on. Their next meeting is April 1 at Becky Mintzer’s.
Religious School enjoyed the Purim Jump celebration. SHORTY will be visiting Rabbi Joe’s
congregation in WV on 3/29 through 3/30. The Interfaith Peace Camp will be June 10-14.

April 6: Please plan to attend of safety session starting @ 1:00PM.
April 13: Volunteer opportunities from 10:00 until 2:00. P1ZZA BINGO! starts at 5:00 PM.
Please spend a little volunteer time at Beth EI. We will be working in the gardens, organizing RS

materials, sorting and cleaning sanctuary prayer books, and setting up for PIZZA BINGO!
The more people involved, the easier the tasks©.

Michelle Ornstein, president of the board



Rabbinic Intern: Ben Dyme

President: Michelle Ornstein

Vice President: Joshua Linder
Treasurer: Bill Ney

Secretary: Phil Renick

Corresponding Secretary: Gale Clemons
Trustee: Lester Mintzer

Trustee: Bill Ney

Trustee: Ron Ornstein

Past President: Andy Kohen

Atlarge member: Amanda Friss

At large member: Ron Rubin

At large member: Linda Kohn
Sisterhood Presidents: Sherri Alt + Rebekah Greenfield
Men's Club President: Lester Mintzer

Religious School Principals: Dara Hall + Liz Webb
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Harry Katzen’s Father

Eddie Ney’s Aunt
Leo Zindler's Uncle

(Bill Ney’s,Eddie Ney'’s,
& Leo Zindler's Great Grandfather)

Bo Rose’s Father
Thea Golub’s Mother

Harry Clayman’s Aunt

Judy Freudenthal’s Mother

Mike Schikman’s Mother

Milton Perlman’s Sister-in-law
Jayne Rynar’s Father

Herb Rodbell’s Brother
Elizabeth Shaw’s Mother
Member

Jay Funston’s Mother
Member

Andy Kohen’s Father

Franklin Blatt's Wife

Gene Nemoytin’s Mother
Franklin Blatt's Cousin




DONATIONS

To the Yahrzeit Memorial Fund
Steve & Laurie Schwalb in memory of Steve's parents (Charles & Beatrice Schwalb).

Dennis Ward in memory of his wife (Rabbi Lynne Landsberg).

Allan Poster in memory of his son (Evan Poster).

Judy Freudenthal in memory of her brother (Jonathan Freudenthal).
Michael White in memory of his mother (Lenore White).

To the General Fund

Penny Williams
Eddie & Margee Greenfield-Ney in memory of Harry Taubin.

To the Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund

Deborah Wender in memory of her parents (Simon & Rosela Wender) and her aunt & uncle ( Lenora &
David Meyerberg)

SISTERHOOD

We are getting ready for our District Interim Spring Board meeting which our Sisterhood is hosting on
March 30,31. We are looking forward to spending time with women from our district as well as having
time with Interim Rabbi Dyme. We will be sharing Torah Study together and dinner on the 30th and
Sunday 3/31/19 in the morning we will be meeting at the Temple for our meeting and brunch. We
hope to see many of you sat. evening, all women are invited.

Passover plans are in the making, Seder is Friday, April 19th at 6 PM at the Temple. Flyers will be
coming out shortly, please mark your calendars,, plan to spend the first night with your Beth El family.

Sisterhood will be hosting a bake sale at our Pizza Bingo scheduled for April 13, please put this on your
calendars to bake for Beth EI'S fun fundraiser event!

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 1, no fooling!! We will be meeting at Becky Mintzer's
home for dinner and planning Passover. Please let myself or Margee Greenfield know that you are able
to join us!! Really, no kiddin

Looking forward to seeing everyone soon, Co-Presidents: Sherri Alt and Rebekah Greenfield



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAITH »ACTION
FAITH IN ACTION STATEMENT OF ISSUE FOR 2018

We have a dream of having our local jail become a model "greenhouse™ for the rehabilitation and
treatment of individuals awaiting their trial or completing their sentences. We believe jail budgets and
programs should reflect such priorities and that families of inmates not be burdened with costs
associated with the care of their loved ones.

We have a dream of reducing incarceration in our community by utilizing evidence-based alternative
sanctions for low-risk offenders. We believe costly extended jail stays actually increase recidivism and
reduce public safety as inmates lose positive connections to jobs and family while being exposed to a
criminal environment that encourages anti-social behavior.

We have a dream of seeing our criminal justice system trend toward restorative rather than punitive
responses to offenders. We believe the needs of victims should be a first priority, and that those causing
others harm should be directly involved in repairing those harms and making appropriate restitution.

Therefore, we are committed to work with relevant policy makers and
stakeholders to achieve the following in 2018

1. Eliminate the financial burden of the $1 per day fee currently paid by family
members of inmates at our local jail and the $3 charged for local inmates
transferred to Middle River Regional Jail (as permitted, but not mandated, by VA Code
Section 53.1-131.3).This is one of numerous high priority concerns expressed by family
members of inmates that needs to be addressed.

2. Engage in a careful and open selection process for the hiring of a well qualified
Community Justice Planner. This person would evaluate all criminal justice programs and
practices, make strategic recommendations for the best allocation of resources, and coordinate
the legally mandated biennial update to the Community Criminal Justice Board’s Community
Corrections Plan (as stated in VA Code Section 9.1-175).

3. Establish protocols for all juvenile justice cases to be screened for a restorative
justice process (see VA Code Section 16.1-278-.8). We will support transparent and
community based steps in implementing restorative justice alternatives for adults and juveniles
alike.




Get your tickets now

(They will NOT be sold at the door.)
April 13th @ 5:00 pm

This will be a really fun event for ALL AGES. Please join us for a chance to win some fabulous prizes,
including a 50" Smart TV and a Google Home Mini

Go to the following website to buy tickets.

https://squareup.com/store/congregation-beth-el-harrisonburg-virginia

Invite your friends and neighbors! ALL are welcome!



https://squareup.com/store/congregation-beth-el-harrisonburg-virginia
https://squareup.com/store/congregation-beth-el-harrisonburg-virginia
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