Beth El Congregation

Harrisonburg, Virginia

Keeping the Jewish Community Connected

The Beth El Bridge

Bethel-Harrisonburg.org

The purpose of this congregation shall be to worship god in accordance with the faith of
judaism; to cultivate a love and understanding of the jewish heritage; to strengthen the ties
within the jewish community; to strengthen the bonds of loyalty with the jewish people
everywhere; to bring nearer the dominion of god on earth through an emphasis on the
principles of righteousness and harmony in society at large, and to engage in social action

projects in pursuit of social justice and tikkun olam (repair of both the human and nonhuman
components of the world).
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Happy fall everyone!

It's been an exciting month. We welcomed new members, Steve and Sondra Goad and Jenn, Jonathan
and Millie Middleton. (So happy that you have all joined us!) And we also welcomed Jude Anthony
Brannon to the world. Mazel tov to Rebecca, Joan, Seth and Ziva!

We also have brand new solar panels! In case you missed it in my Wednesday email, here's a picture.

As of this writing, the panels have yet to be switched on. But soon! I'm very proud that we were
able to make this happen. It will save us thousands of dollars and year AND will help save our
beautiful planet. A win-win!

Now we are turning our fundraising attention to the roof, which is in desperate need of
replacement. Please consider donating. We are working on some fundraisers, so please also be
on the lookout for information about those.

Hanukkah will be starting before the next Bridge comes out, so I'd like to wish everyone a
joyous festival of lights. Hope your dreidel lands on gimmel! :-)

Amanda



RABBI’S REFLECTIONS

Thanksgiving is Everyday

November is the month we celebrate Thanksgiving, one of the few American holidays left that
have not been overly commercialized except for the Turkey industry. It is a holiday where
families and friends come together to share a meal, and appreciate what we have been blessed
with. As Americans we are among the most blessed people in the world which we frequently
take for granted. Thanksgiving is the season where most Americans reflect on what we have
and everything for which we have to be thankful. In Judaism Thanksgiving occurs everyday. The
very gift of life itself is something to be thankful for. Once we have life every benefit we have is
something to thank God for everyday. In Judaism we do not have “rights,” and life is not
necessarily fair. Rather than expecting more than we have, Judaism declares that we should be
thankful for anything we do have. “Who is wealthy?” the Talmud asks, and answers, “one who is

content with one’s portion in life.” Every day we have plenty of opportunities to thank God.
Jewish tradition exhorts us to find 100 blessings to recite a day — blessings for food, blessings for
the wonders of the world, blessings for the everyday generosities God bestows upon us.

— III

Traditionally the very first thing a Jew says when waking up is “Modeh Ani Lefanekha”
grateful to You, living and enduring King, for restoring my consciousness to me
compassionately.” We thank God for waking up. We say the morning blessings thanking God for
making us free, for making us alive, for giving us the power to think, to walk, to get dressed, etc.
We say hamotzi before each meal and then say birkat hamazon — after each meal —i.e. we
thank God twice for each meal. We recite praises of God in the morning service, and in each and
every Amidah, the central prayer of the Jewish service which traditionally was said three times a
day, we assert “we thank and praise You every day, morning noon and night for Your miracles
which daily attend us and for Your wondrous kindnesses.”

am

So, yes, let’s enjoy Thanksgiving, and let’s be thankful for our blessings we enjoy as Americans,
but let’s also remember that we need not be thankful just once a year, but, rather, we can take
the model of Judaism to be thankful for life every day we wake up.



LEADERSHIP

Rabbi: Jeff Kurtz-Lendner

BRIDGE EDITOR
Elliott Golub
Elgolubret@comcast.net

President: Amanda Friss 540-289-5336

Vice President: Roni Goldberg
Treasurer: Ron Rubin

Recording Secretary: Phil Renick
Corresponding Secretary: Gale Clemons
At Large Member: Josh Shulruf
At Large Member Andy Kohen
Trustee: Les Mintzer

Trustee: Ron Ornstein

Trustee: Eric Rynar

Men’s Club: Les Mintzer
Sisterhood : Sherri Alt

Past President Michelle Ornstein

YAHRZEITS
01 Selma Miller Member
Sadie Spiro
Fredrick Nessen
Samuel Freed 1954
Linda Renick 2011 Phil Renick’s Mother
02 Selina Ney 1945 Member
Bruno Freudenthal Judy Freudenthal’s Father
Lawrence Loewner 1955 Member Mayor of Harrisonburg
Jack Stein 2004 Gary Stein’s Father

Sylvia Lankin 2012 Phil Renick’s Grandmother


mailto:Elgolubret@comcast.net

Ruth Clayman 2014 Member

03 Louis Perlman Milton Perlman’s Brother
04 Albert Lubman 1968 Member
Mildred Lucus 1998 Rachelle Dorn’s Aunt
05 Gussie Myers Joyce Helbraun’s Mother
Sam Hirsch

Louis Wides 1962
06 Mathieu Poster 2013
07 Eva Brooslin 1956 Ruth Clayman’s Mother
09 Annie Ney 1979 Member
(Bill Ney’s & Leo Zindler's Grandmother)
10 Nathan Ratner 1989 Laurie Schwalb’s Father
Barbara Rotondo 1994
12 Irene Nusbaum Member

Frances M. Stewart 2014 Companion of Eddie Ney
15 Minna Mintzer Member
Ada Krim

Dr. Henry Helbraun  Erwin Helbraun’s Brother
17 Rivas Tatum Hirsch 1913 Member

Charles Schweitzer Thea Golub’s Father
19 Baby Ney 1920

Sybil Rose 2002 Member Bo Rose’s Mother
20 Caroline Ash 1965
21 Ida Miller 1939 Member

Monroe Nussbaum 1986

Rhoda Paroly 2015 Elaine Schreiber ‘s Mother

Alan Gould 2017 Member
22 Kathie Ney 1980

Saul Robinson 2011 Member
23 Albert Wise 1904 Member

David Myerberg 1986 Member

Dave Levy 1931 Member

Doris Freed 1969



25 Isaac Ney 1941 Member
26 Sam Fishman
Sophie Miller 2015 Mona Wolf's Mother
28 Sam Blatt 1965 Frank Blatt's Grandfather
Zvi Hirsch Derechinsky Max’s Father
29 Edward Poster 1955 Alan Poster’'s Father
Kate Schneider Jayne Rynar’s Mother
30 Sylvan Ney 1977 Member
Miriam Banker 2014

DONATIONS

Valerie Lovinger & Family — Yahrzeit Sarah Lovinger
Valerie Lovinger & Family — Donation in memory of Blaine Brumbaugh

Ron & Michelle Ornstein — In Honor of birth of Jude Anthony



RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

It’s so nice to be back to a full 3-hour religious school day this year! Our safety protocols are working well and
we are happy to have engaged learners! Whether it is meeting with Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner over Zoom during
snack, running around outside, creating Shema pillowcases, or learning more about our friends in a Four
Corners Ice Breaker Activity - it is being done together! It is so nice to have the ability to develop our social
community again. We hope this article finds our greater Beth El Community to be in good health!

L’shalom,

Dara and Liz




Interested in an Interfaith Tour of Israel and the Holy Land?
Two Weeks in Autumn 2022
With Suzy and Rabbi Grumbacher and Gigi and Pastor David Mueller
A lot depends on the status of Covid-19 here and there

But if you are at all interested and wish information, let us know via
peterabbi@aol.com

There is NO commitment at this point whatsoever.
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FULL service
FAMILY service

PROJECTED service

LAY service
RS
OCTOBER
1 FRI

2 SAT
3 SUN
6 WED
8 FRI

9 SAT
10 SUN
13 WED
15 FRI
16 SAT
17 SUN
20 WED
21 THU
22 FRI
23 SAT
24 SUN
27 WED
29 FRI
30 SAT
31 SUN
3 WED
5 FRI

6 SAT
7 SUN

BETH EL CALENDAR
2021 - 2022

in person w/ music and live stream

on ZOOM only

in person ONLY w/ lay leader

rabbi led, livestream projected in sanctuary, no music
Religious School, staff and students ONLY

PROJECTED service 7:30 pm
Torah Study 10:30 am
Religious School (RS) 9:30 am
Ethics Class 7:00 pm
FAMILY service 6:30 pm
LAY service 7:30 pm
Torah Study 10:30 am
RS 9:30 am
Ethics Class 12:00 pm
Ethics Class 7:00 pm
FULL service 7:30 pm
Torah Study 10:30 am
RS 9:30 am
Ethics Class 12:00 pm
Ethics Class 7:00 pm
Board Meeting 6:30 pm
PROJECTED service 7:30 pm
Jenn and Jonathan Middleton baby naming 10:00 am
Torah Study 10:30 am
RS 9:30 am
Ethics Class 12:00 pm
Ethics Class 7:00 pm
FULL service 7:30 pm
Torah Study 10:30 am
RS 9:30 am
NOVEMBER
Ethics Class 12:00 pm
Ethics Class 7:00 pm
FULL service 7:30 pm
Torah Study 10:30 am
RS - Global Day of Jewish Learning 9:30 am

(end daylight savings time)
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21
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27
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12
15

16
17
18
19
22

24
25
26
29

31

WED

FRI

SAT
SUN
TUES
WED

FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI
SAT
SUN

WED

FRI
SAT
SUN

WED

FRI

SAT
SUN
WED

THU
FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

FAMILY service

LAY service

Torah Study

RS

Board Meeting

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

FULL service

Torah Study

RS

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

PROJECTED service

Torah Study

NO RS - Thanksgiving Weekend
DECEMBER

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

FULL service - Hanukkah Themed

Torah Study

RS

Congregation Hanukkah Dinner (if covid allows)

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

FAMILY service

LAY service

Torah Study

RS

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

Board Meeting

FULL service

Torah Study

RS

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

PROJECTED service

Torah Study

NO RS - Winter Break

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

PROJECTED service

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
6:30 pm
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
6:00 pm
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am

12:00 pm
7:00 pm

7:30
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13
16

17
18
19
20
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SAT
SUN
WED

FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI

SAT
SUN

WED

THU
FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI
SAT
SUN

WED

FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI

SAT
SUN
WED

THU
FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

JANUARY
Torah Study
NO RS - Winter Break
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
FULL service
Torah Study
RS
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
FAMILY service
LAY service
Torah Study
RS - Tu B'Shevat Seder
(joint w/ congregation if covid allows)
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
Board Meeting
FULL service
Torah Study
RS
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
PROJECTED service
Torah Study
RS
FEBRUARY
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
FULL service - Men’s Club Shabbat
Torah Study
RS
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
FAMILY service
LAY service
Torah Study
RS
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
Board Meeting
FULL service
Torah Study
RS
Ethics Class

10:30 am

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
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FRI
SAT
SUN

WED

FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

THU
FRI
SAT

SUN
WED

FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI
SAT

SUN

Ethics Class
PROJECTED service
Torah Study

RS

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

FULL service - Adult Bat Mitzvah
Torah Study

RS

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

FULL service - RS Shabbat
Torah Study

NO RS

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

Board Meeting

FULL service - Sisterhood Shabbat
Torah Study

Adult Purim celebration

NO RS - Spring Break
Ethics Class

Ethics Class

PROJECTED service
Torah Study

NO RS - Spring Break
Ethics Class

Ethics Class

FULL service

Torah Study

RS

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

FAMILY service

LAY service

Torah Study

RS

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

NO SERVICE - Erev Pesach
Torah Study
Community 2nd Seder
NO RS - Pesach

MARCH

APRIL

7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
evening

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am

12:00 pm
7:00 pm

7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm

10:30 am
6:00 pm

12



20

21
22
23
24
27

29
30

P 00 ~NO®

14
15
18

19
20
21
22
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27
28

10

WED

THU
FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI
SAT

SUN
WED

FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI

SAT
SUN
WED

THU
FRI
SAT
SUN
WED

FRI
SAT

WED
FRI
SAT
WED

FRI

Ethics Class

Ethics Class

Board Meeting
PROJECTED service
Torah Study

RS - Yom Hashoah
Ethics Class

Ethics Class
PROJECTED service
Torah Study

Pizza Bingo

MAY
RS - Yom Haatzmaut
Ethics Class

Ethics Class

FULL service

Torah Study

NO RS - Mother’s Day
Ethics Class

Ethics Class

FAMILY service

LAY service

Torah Study

FINAL RS - Lag B'Omer and Picnic
Ethics Class

Ethics Class

Board Meeting

FULL service - SHORTY-Led Confirmation Service

Torah Study
Congregational Meeting
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
Belle Carson Neckowitz Bat Mitzvah
Belle Carson Neckowitz Bat Mitzvah
JUNE
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
FULL service- Shavuot w/ cheesecake oneg
Torah Study
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
FAMILY service

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
evening

9:30 am
12:00 pm

7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:00 am

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
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12
15

16
17
18
22

24
25
29

SAT
SUN
WED

THU
FRI
SAT
WED

FRI

SAT
WED

FRI

LAY service
Torah Study
Interfaith Brotherhood/Sisterhood Picnic
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
Board Meeting
FULL service
Torah Study
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
PROJECTED service
Torah Study
Ethics Class
Ethics Class
JULY
FULL service

7:30 pm
10:30 am
4:00 pm
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm

7:30 pm
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Sun

Halloween

9:30amReligious School

7
Daylight Saving Time ends

9:30amReligious School

14

9:30amReligious School

21

9:30amReligious School

28

Mon
1
First Day of
American
Indian
Heritage
Month

15

22

29
Hanukkah
(Day 1)

NOVEMBER 2021

Tue Wed
2 3
. 12pmAdult
Election Day Education - Ethics
7pmAdult Education
- Ethics
9 10
12pmAdult
Education - Ethics
7pmAdult Education
- Ethics
16 17
6:30pmBoard 12pmAdult
Meeting Education - Ethics
7pmAdult Education
- Ethics
23 24
12pmAdult
Education - Ethics
7pmAdult Education
- Ethics
30

Hanukkah (Day 2)

Hanukkah (Day 3)
12pmAdult
Education - Ethics

7pmAdult Education
- Ethics

Thu

11

Veterans Day

18

25

Fri
5

7:30pmShabbat
Service

12
6:30pmFamily
Service
7:30pmShabbat
Service

19
7:30pmShabbat
Service

26
Native American

Thanksgiving Day Heritage Day

7:30pmShabbat
Service

Hanukkah (Day 4) Hanukkah (Day 5)

7:30pmShabbat
Service

Sat
6

10:30amTorah

Study

13
10:30amTorah
Study

20
10:30amTorah
Study

27
10:30amTorah
Study

Hanukkah (Day 6) /
Rosh Chodesh Tevet

10:30amTorah
Study

15
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