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The purpose of this congregation shall be to worship God in accordance with the faith
of Judaism; to cultivate a love and understanding of the Jewish heritage; to strengthen
the ties within the Jewish community; to strengthen the bonds of loyalty with the
Jewish people everywhere; to bring nearer the Dominion of God on earth through an
emphasis on the principles of righteousness and harmony in society at large, and to
engage in social action projects in pursuit of social justice and Tikkun Olam (repair of
both the human and nonhuman components of the world).
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

It's almost spring! I know, "almost" is relative, but March is often the month that gives us
those first hints. Flowers poking up. Redbuds blooming. Warmer breezes.

Also coming up this month is one of my favorite events of the year... Religious School
Shabbat. Friday, March 11th our religious school kids will be leading the service and it's always
so fun! Lots of singing. And cuteness. They all work so hard to prepare and this year it will be
livestreamed, so even if you can't make it in person, you can participate at home.

Look out for an announcement soon regarding a really important opportunity to learn about
what to do in the event of an active shooter in our building and what to do to help someone
who is injured and bleeding. I know it's not fun to think about these things. But if we learn
what to do, we can save lives. Hopefully we will never need to use what we learn. Thank you
so much to Leslie Ney for helping to make these really important presentations happen.

I hope you all have gotten to see our amazing solar array behind the building. One more BIG
thank you to Phil Renick and Andy Kohen for their generosity in time and money to get that up
and running with a fence around it.

I'm constantly in awe of the fact that we may be a small community, but we have so many
people who care about us and spend time, effort and money to help us grow and thrive.
Thank you to all of those people! (You know who you are. ;-) )

Enjoy the last bits of winter.

Amanda



FROM THE RABBI’S DESK

Be Happy it’s Adar!

One might hear this greeting in a traditional community during this season. Adar is the month on the
Jewish calendar in which the holiday of Purim falls. The chorus of a Purim song goes, “Mi shenikhnas
Adar marbim be ’simkhah,” which translates as “when the month of Adar begins a person’s joy
increases.” Purim is a festive holiday celebrating the destruction that did NOT happen. When I describe
the traditional celebration of Purim I describe it as a “reverent irreverence.” It is a time where
traditionally Jews acted silly in services, wearing funny costumes, chanting services to funny tunes.
Once during an orthodox Purim service | heard the cantor sing mi khamokha to the tune of the opera
Carmen.

The traditional approach to Judaism is to take life seriously, enjoy life but revere it. By acting silly on
Purim we are asserting that Jews are reverent not because we don’t know how to be irreverent, but we
choose not to be irreverent. We make a mockery of traditions to demonstrate that we know how to be
irreverent but during the rest of the year we choose not to. The traditional emphasis on alcohol during
Purim was a statement that while Jewish culture never glorified the drinking of alcohol it was not
because Jews did not want to drink excessively but that we chose not to. By acting irreverently one day
a year we demonstrate our passion for reverence during the rest of our lives.
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YAHRZEITS

01 Ivan Lantz Bob Lantz’ Father
Anne Mintzer 2010 Member

02 Evan Poster 2009 Alan Poster’s Son
Arthur Dorne 1999 Rachelle Dorne’s Dad

03 Julias Wise 1954 Member
Mary Frank Loewner 1945

04 Joshua Rabinowitz

05 Bertha Ney 1943 Member
Lilly Schwartz ~ Member
Shirley Dobin 1982 Gale Clemon’s Mother
Rosalie Hirsch 1988

06 Joseph Berney Member
Hetty Marrick 1972

07 Maurice Scheuer 1935 Member

08 Sadie Derechensky  Max’s Wife

09 Rae Slater 1950 Member

10 Baruch Ney 1915 Member The Original B. Ney
Merwin Kalman Brian Kalman’s Father
Phyllis Rodbell  Herb Rodbell’'s Wife

12 Joe Kimmel 1974 Member

14 Nathan Minskoff Jerry Minskoff's Father
Anna Rodbell 1959 Herb Rodbell’s Mother
Lenore White Mike White’s Mother

15 Jonathan Freudenthal Judy Freudenthal’s Brother
Mary Blatt 1994 Frank Blatt’s Mother

16 Louis Amber 1903

18 Rose Solomon 1903

19 Joseph Huffman  Mildred Rubin’s Father
Louise Perlman 1997 Milton Perlman’s Wife

20 Augusta Loewner 1893 Member
Rabbi Bernard Bloom Rabbi at Beth El

21 Morton Nusbaum Member
Flossie Hollander 1888 Child

22 Sigmond Wise 1909 Member
Esther Clayman 1981 Harry Clayman’s Mother




Abraham Bersson Bob Bersson’s Father
23 William Friddle 1958 Member
Michael Mintzer 1976 Member
Aaron Sissman
Cornelia Oestreicher 1925 Member
24 Esther Miller 1951 Member
Bettye Rubin Neuwelt 2020 Ron Rubin’s Mother
25 Charles Schwalb 1995 Steve Schwalb’s Father
Lilly Schwartz 1983 Member
26 Phillip Feig Betty Nemoytin's Father
27 Beatrice Schwalb 1992 Steve Schwalb’s Mother
29 Fanny Spivak
Max Sissman
30 Herb Rodbell 2018
31 Rabbi David Fazon Dave Frankel's Grandfather
Margot Stein Gary Stein’s Mother
George Goldberg 2005  Dave Merlin’s Friend



DONATIONS

Terri Jones — Donation to Sisterhood in Memory of Adrienne Elkind.
Eliot Robinson and Liane Schleifer Family Fund — Yahrzeits for Estelle, Henry & Ada Robinson

Dale Brothers — Yahrzeit — Glorias Simon & Karen Vanderhoof

Benjamin Nissley — Thank you to Rabbi KL for help in the conversion process and arranging his Beit Din

A significant portion of the library of the late Rabbi David Baruch Kaplan of Newark, Delaware has
been donated to Beth El Congregation by Mrs. Terri Kaplan at the suggestion of their friend and
colleague, Rabbi Peter Grumbacher.




ANNOUNCEMENTS/PHOTOS

People Love Dead Jews
Rabbi Grumbacher and Rabbi Nagel (of Temple House of Israel in Staunton) have invited us to participate in a
Zoom book discussion of the book People Love Dead Jews by Dara Horn.
The event will take place the evening of Wednesday, April 13 at 7:00 pm.
A flyer about the event is attached. Although the advertisement for this is a little early we wanted you to have
the opportunity to obtain and read the book in advance of this discussion.
Zoom information will be provided closer to the event.
The book is available in hardcover, paperback, audio format and Kindle. Here is a link from Amazon if you would
like to purchase it there:
https://smile.amazon.com/People-Love-Dead-Jews-Reports-
ebook/dp/B0O8X2Y6EPP6/ref=sr 1 1?crid=PZGA1BOX9SFZ&keywords=people+love+dead+jews&qid=1645396632
&sprefix=people+love+dead+jew%2Caps%2C521&sr=8-1
And don’t forget, if you purchase it (or ANYTHING) on Amazon, you can support our congregation as well! Make
sure you register for Amazon Smile and choose Beth El Congregation in Harrisonburg as your designated
charity!

JOIN RABBIS GRUMBACHER,
KURTZ-LENDNER AND NAGEL
FOR A BOOK DISCUSSION
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SFEPORTS FROM A HALINTED PRESENT

Dara Harn

Wednesday, April 13, 2022 ~ 7pm
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Raise the Roof Fundraiser

Our raffle is underway!

Join in the fun and support Beth EI.
All ticket sales go directly to the Raise the Roof fundraiser.
The January winner was Harold Long. The winning ticket was sold by Les Mintzer.
Thank you to those who have purchased tickets!
(Tickets roll over into the next event through June 2022, so you still have a chance to win a prize.)

Our prize focus for February is music.
Food and more for March.
April is White Elephant month.
Gardening in May.
And summer reading in June.

One ticket is $5.00 or five tickets for $20.
Socializing? Consider selling tickets:)

Contact ornfam@comcast .net

New Member
A warm welcome to our newest
member, Pam Ungar. We are so
happy you've joined us, Pam!




Sun

9:30amReligious
School

6
9:30amReligious
School

13

Daylight Saving Time
starts

NO RS

20
NO RS

27
NO RS

Mon

14

21

28

Tue
1

First Day of Women's History
Month

4pmAdult Education Prayer
Book Fluency

8
4pmAdult Education
Prayer Book Fluency

15
4pmAdult Education
Prayer Book Fluency

22
4pmAdult Education
Prayer Book Fluency

29
4pmAdult Education
Prayer Book Fluency

MARCH 2022

Wed Thu

2 3
12pmAdult Education - Ethics
6:30pmDiscussion with Rabbi
Barry Block

9 10
12pmAdult Education -
Ethics
7pmAdult Education -
Ethics

16 17
Purim Eve St. Patrick's Day

12pmAdult Education -  6:30pmBoard

Ethics Meeting
7pmAdult Education -
Ethics

23 24
12pmAdult Education -
Ethics
7pmAdult Education -
Ethics

30 31
12pmAdult Education -
Ethics
7pmAdult Education -
Ethics

Fri
4

7:30pmShabbat Service

11
7:30pmReligious School
Shabbat Service

18
7:30pmShabbat Service

25
7:30pmShabbat Service

7:30pmShabbat Service

Sat
5
10:30amTorah
Study

12
10:30amTorah
Study

19

Havdalah/Megillah
reading

10:30amTorah Study

26
10:30amTorah
Study

10:30amTorah
Study
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