Beth El Congregation

Harrisonburg, Virginia

Keeping the Jewish Community Connected

The Beth El Bridge

Bethel-Harrisonburg.org

The purpose of this congregation shall be to worship god in accordance with the faith of
judaism; to cultivate a love and understanding of the jewish heritage; to strengthen the ties
within the jewish community; to strengthen the bonds of loyalty with the jewish people
everywhere; to bring nearer the dominion of god on earth through an emphasis on the
principles of righteousness and harmony in society at large, and to engage in social action

projects in pursuit of social justice and tikkun olam (repair of both the human and nonhuman
components of the world).
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OUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I'm sure we were all hoping that 2021 would bring an end to COVID and that we could all get back to
doing things the way we did them before. | know | was. It's difficult to believe that all this craziness has
gone on so long.

But we have adapted in so many ways. By ramping up our technology and livestreaming services,
we've found a way to keep everyone safe while at the same time including people in our community
who find it easier to engage from home. (I bet you never thought you'd be able to attend Shabbat
services in your pajamas!) We've had ZOOM get-togethers and an outdoor movie night. And we've
been able to welcome our new rabbi, Rabbi K-L, even though he is unable to be here in person.

That said, my hope for 2022, is that THIS is the year that we leave the restrictions of COVID behind. |
hope that Rabbi K-L is able to move here and lead services from the sanctuary. (Don't worry, we will
still livestream, so you can attend in pajamas, if you choose.) | hope that we can have another Pizza
Bingo night, because that was a blast. | hope that we can have Pizza in the Hut and a Hanukkah dinner
in the social hall. Basically, | hope we can get back to doing what we did before. Get together and eat
food. :-)

| also hope that we can raise enough money for the roof that we will need this year. Yes, we will need a
new roof THIS year. Please participate in our ROLLING RAFFLE to help us raise money for the roof.
(Contact me or Michelle Ornstein for details.) It's really easy to participate and if we work together, we'll
get it done.

Good or bad, | look forward to navigating it all as part of our wonderful Beth El family.

All the best to you and the people you love for a happy and healthy 2022.

Amanda

RABBI’S REFLECTIONS

Bringing Spring to Beth El Congregation

Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner

January is often considered to be one of the months in the dead of winter in which our passion
for joy wanes. Although the solstice has passed, nevertheless it still seems like the time of the
year when the hours of daylight are fewer than the hours of darkness. | remember as a child that
one of the most difficult days of the school year was the day after winter break. While children
don’t like to go back to school, at least in the fall there is the prospect of the newness of the year
and getting back to a routine, reuniting with friends. From the beginning of the school year, to
Halloween, Thanksgiving and the American holiday season, there is a lot to look forward to and
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celebrate. But in January we returned to school, with no prospect of a break or celebrations for
months, getting up in the dark days of winter. The promise of the excitement of the holiday
season was behind us.

As we move into this particular cycle of the year, | would encourage you to put Beth El on your
to do list. | know that for most people attending services weekly is an unrealistic suggestion. But
| would like to propose to you adding our Shabbat services just a little more often. Feel free to
join us while live streaming, and if you do that, please also find us on Facebook and | will
welcome you during services. We work hard to keep our services enjoyable, relaxed, comforting
and uplifting. When we experience the blues that accompany the cycle of this season of the year,
Beth El is a place to come to lift us up spiritually. Whether it's a Friday night, Torah study or a
social action activity—take part and enjoy!

BRIDGE EDITOR
Elliott Golub
Elgolubret@comcast.net

540-289-5336

LEADERSHIP

Rabbi: Jeff Kurtz-Lendner

President: Amanda Friss

Vice President: Roni Goldberg
Treasurer: Ron Rubin

Recording Secretary: Phil Renick
Corresponding Secretary: Gale Clemons
At Large Member: Josh Shulruf
At Large Member Andy Kohen
Trustee: Les Mintzer

Trustee: Ron Ornstein

Trustee: Eric Rynar

Men’s Club: Les Mintzer
Sisterhood : Sherri Alt

Past President Michelle Ornstein
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DONATIONS

Ron Rubin — Yahrzeit — J. Howard Rubin — Father; Mona Weiss - Sister
Beth EL Men’s Club — Donated Books (Mishkan T’filah) for Religious School
Alan Poster — Yahrzeit Edward Poster

Bill & Leslie Ney — Yahrzeit — Alfred Ney

Louis & Carol Schepp — Yahrzeit — Annie Robinson

Edward Ney & Margee Greenfield Ney — Yahrzeit — Gerald Greenfield
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YAHRZEITS

01 Bertha Hammer  Member
Margaret Stein  John Stewart’s Mother
Isadore Pfeffer
Dora Brill 1966
Sadye Goldberger 2007 Mike Goldberger’s Mother
02 Bertha Wise 1887 Original Member
Samuel Clayman 1980 Harry Clayman’s Father
Eleanor Stoloff Marjorie Huisinga’s Mother
03 Samuel Ney 1902 Infant Child
Lester Kahn Arnie Kahn’s Father
Karen Vanderhoof 2009 Dale Brothers’ Sister
04 Mary Helbraun Erwin Helbraun’s Mother
05 Emma Hirsch Isaacs 1962 Member
06 Leopold Wise 1885 Founding Member
Max Hirsch 1955 Made donation for new temple
Elsie K Cohn
Richard Banker Roberta Stein’s Father
08 Leonard Hirsch 1909
Rosa Isaacs
Lillian Hamburg
09 Baby Spiro 1917
Helen Rotkin Levenson 1965 Judy Liss’ Mother
Shirley Baron  Cindy Baron’s Mother
10 Paul Miller 1944 Member
Anna Weiss
Dee Goldstein 2007 Lisa Giovanetti’s Mother
11 Pearl Loewner Gravely = Member
Isadore Iseman 1948
Verne Slater 1934 Member
12 Baby Klingstein 1887



Elaine Schreiber 2018
13 Bruno Stein
Gerald Greenfield  Margee Greenfield’s Father
14 Rose Levine 1992 Janet Kohen’s Mother
15 Hulda Ney Iseman 1960 Member
Sam Weiss
16 Sadye Robinson 1941 Member
17 Beatrice Winoker
Marjorie Lichtenstein  Joan Funston’s Mother
19 Harry Weiss
20 Sophia Wurzberger 1943 Member
23 Beulah (Bootie) Klingstein ~ Member
24 Fannie Wise 1877 Member
Nathan Gelman
25 Harry Clayman 2007 Member
26 Leroy Loewner 1953 Member
27 Henry Robinson 1978 Member Josh Robinson’s Father
28 Abe B Zindler Sr Leo Zindler Grandfather
Jay Funston 1997 Member Husband of Joan Funston
29 William Stein John Stewart’s Father
Minnie Zindler Finger  Leo Zindler’s Aunt
30 Vera Levine 1998 Joyce Helbraun’s Sister
31 Lessie Hirsch Baum 1942
Shirley Goodman Saletan  Suzi Trubitz’ Mother

Estelle Robinson 2020 Member
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