
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

       

  Bethel-Harrisonburg.org 

 

The purpose of this congregation shall be to worship god in accordance with the faith of 

judaism; to cultivate a love and understanding of the jewish heritage; to strengthen the ties 

within the jewish community; to strengthen the bonds of  loyalty with the jewish people 

everywhere; to bring nearer the dominion of god on earth through an emphasis on the 

prifnciples of righteousness and harmony in society at large, and to engage in social action 

projects in pursuit of social justice and tikkun olam (repair of both the human and nonhuman 

components of the world). 
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The recent event in Texas has prompted the board to review our security plans, which we decided should be 

done on an annual basis regardless of what's going on in the world. So that's what we will do. We are in the 

process of scheduling an Active Shooter Training presentation by the HPD, along with a Stop The Bleed 

presentation, courtesy of Leslie Ney. (Thank you Leslie!) It's been a few years since we did either of these classes 

and it seems like a good time to review. I encourage you all to participate, since, even though we don't want to 

think about anything bad happening here, it could save your life, or someone else's, if you do.  

On a lighter note, we are making great progress in our fundraising for the new roof. Thank you to everyone who 

has helped. And don't forget about our rolling raffle fundraiser! You can donate to the roof AND win prizes! 

(Contact me or Michelle Ornstein for more information.) 

More good news... thanks to our new solar panels, we had a NEGATIVE electric bill recently!  

As I write this, it is positively FRIGID outside, but the ground is still covered with snow and I'm cozy inside, so am 

enjoying it. I like that winter is a time to slow down a bit. I hope you are all cozy, too.  

Amanda 

 

 

I’M HAPPY TO SEE YOU 

By Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner 

 

Here is something you will never hear me say when I see you: 

“I haven’t seen you in a while. Where have you been?” 

I remember in a congregation I was in some years back when an infrequent congregant came in, and one of our 

members who attends all the time turned to her and said, “why haven’t we seen you in so long?” She meant well 

in saying this—the point she was trying to make was, “we like you and we like seeing you and we’re glad you’re 

here.” But that’s not what the other person heard. The other person heard, “what’s wrong with you?  Why are you 

never here? 

You won’t hear this kind of a question from me. 

 

The approach to encourage greater synagogue participation by asking someone “where have you been?” is based 

on guilt. We all know that guilt is part of Jewish tradition. But if we’ve been using guilt for decades…if we’ve 

RABBI’S REFLECTIONS 
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been using guilt for generations…if we’ve been using guilt for centuries…and if still we are facing the same issue 

of people participating in the Jewish community only once in a while, then maybe guilt is not working! 

 

Here’s why I think it’s not working in the synagogue. Let’s say you are someone who participates only once in a 

while. Then when you finally do come, the first thing you hear is, “where have you been, why haven’t you been 

coming, why don’t you come more?” How do you feel? Bad. If that’s how you feel when you’re here, how will 

you feel when you think about later once you go home, when you remember how it felt to be in the Temple, and 

then, the next time you think about your experience at services, what are you going to remember? That when you 

came, you felt guilty, and you felt bad. Then you’re not going to want to come back. 

 

For these reasons, you won’t hear guilt from me. I want you to feel good about being Jewish, good about your 

experiences in the Temple, because my relationship with Judaism is positive.  Judaism helps us connect to 

something bigger than ourselves. When you have a positive experience with Judaism, you’ll feel good about 

being Jewish. 

 

Whatever you come to, I’ll be happy to see you. When I say, “I’m glad you’re here,” what I mean is, “I’m glad 

you’re here.” It does not mean, “where were you before?” When you don’t come to something – don’t apologize 

to me for what you haven’t been to. I don’t keep track.   I’m not making a list and checking it even once to report 

on when it comes time for Yom Kippur. 

 

Sometimes you might just feel like coming to a regular service once in a while. When you do, just come and 

enjoy it. Because you won’t hear from me, “I’m glad to see you, where have you been?” 

 

Rather, what you will hear, is “I’m glad to see you. Thank you for coming.” 
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Rabbi: Jeff Kurtz-Lendner 

President: Amanda Friss 

Vice President: Roni Goldberg 

Treasurer: Ron Rubin 

Recording Secretary: Phil Renick 

Corresponding Secretary: Gale Clemons 

At Large Member: Josh Shulruf 

At Large Member Andy Kohen 

Trustee: Les Mintzer 

Trustee: Ron Ornstein 

Trustee: Eric Rynar  

Men’s Club: Les Mintzer 

Sisterhood : Sherri Alt  

Past President Michelle Ornstein  

 

 

  

 

Michael & Maureen Goldberger – Yahrzeit – Sadye Goldberger 

Arnold Kahn  & Ellen Swecker – Yahrzeit – Lester Kahn 

Joan & Ruth Strauss – In memory of their father Mark Strauss 

Stuart & Judy Liss – Yahrzeit – Helen Rotkin Levinson  

Christopher Smith  – (Sara Tranum’s Family) – Donation in the family’s name  

Michael & Nancy Clayman – Yahrzeit – Harry Clayman  

Jim & Elaine Almarode – In memory of Phil Ungar  

 

 

BRIDGE EDITOR 
Elliott Golub 
Elgolubret@comcast.net 

540-289-5336 

LEADERSHIP 

 

DONATIONS 

 

mailto:Elgolubret@comcast.net
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Many of you know Mr. McHone who owns the jewelry store on Court Square. For many 

years sisterhood has done gift wrapping at Barnes and Noble for the holidays which is a 

voluntary donation system . Mr. McHone has for several years come in the store to see us 

and had made a lovely donation each year. He has been impressed with the community 

projects we choose to do . This year we presented him with a beautiful plaque from 

Sisterhood with much appreciation. Thank you to Leslie Ney for making that happen! 

 

 

 

 

SISTERHOOD 
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Beth El fundraiser: Please consider how you can participate. 

Rolling* Raffle 

*Your ticket rolls over into the next event though June 2022. 

Our first raffle starts January 1, 2022 

How you can help: 

1) Sell raffle tickets. (You will receive a raffle ticket kit with more information.) 
2) Buy raffle tickets ($5.00 for each individual ticket / $20.00 for 5 tickets.) 
3) Provide items for the monthly theme.  
4) Join the fundraising committee. 
➢ Each month has a theme*: January is a box of Puzzles & Games  
➢ February is Music month 
➢ March is Food Focus  
➢ April is White Elephant month  
➢ May is Gardening month 
➢ June is Summer Reading month      
➢ *Themes are subject to chang 

Proceeds from this fundraiser will go to the “Raise the Roof” fund.  

Michelle Ornstein, Fundraising Committee 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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OUT OF THE DARKNESS 
The Lisanby Museum on the JMU campus in honor of International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day this year, is putting together a special exhibition honoring the 
Jewish artists in our collection and the Holocaust.  
 
The exhibition will be open from January 24th- February 4th, Monday- Friday from 10 
am to 4 pm.   
 
There is no admission fee for this exhibition, and parking passes may be arranged by 
contacting JMU Parking Services (Phone: 540.568.3300; located in the Champions 
Drive Parking Deck (280 Champions Dr.). We encourage anyone in the Beth El 
community who is interested towill attend. There will be student assistants in the 
space at all times when open to answer questions or lead visitors through a guided 
tour of the space.  
 
There are a couple of other events happening around campus that are all being 
advertised on this website: https://www.jmu.edu/civic/holocaust-
remembrance.shtml. This is an important recognition of the Jewish community on 
campus and in Harrisonburg. 

https://www.jmu.edu/civic/holocaust-remembrance.shtml
https://www.jmu.edu/civic/holocaust-remembrance.shtml
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Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner is available to our members. 

Please feel free to contact him directly at: 

rabbijkl@bethel-harrisonburg.org or 540-908-4488 

This is his direct number and if he does not answer please feel free to leave him 

a detailed message. 

Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner will also be readily available to have a conversation with 

you over Zoom. 

 

mailto:rabbijkl@bethel-harrisonburg.org
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02 Emmanuel Loewner      1894 Member 

     Harry Weiss 
     Morris Myers 
04 Helen Margulis       Simon Fred Simon’s Mother 

     Saul Perlman       2010 Milton’s Brother 
05 Fannie Wise      1877 Member 

     Pauline Peck       Beverly Zindler’s Mother 

06 Rae Trubitz       Mark Trubitz’ Mother 

09 Fannie Goldsmith       1933 Member 

     Hortense Wise 
     Harry Moodnick       1982 Ann Mintzer’s Brother 
10 Jennie Auerbach       1987 Suzi Trubitz’ Grandmother 

     Ada Robinson      1975 Member (Josh Robinson’s Mother) 

12 Abel Miller      1945 Member 
     Hannah Nusbaum      1937 

13 James Moneyhun      2003 Hillary Krohn’s Son 

14 Mariyn Goldenthal 
     Rosella Wender      2003 Member 
15 Fannie Loewner Ney    
                                1946 Member (Eddie Ney’s Grandmother) 

     Elaine Schreiber      2018 Member 

     Harry Taubin        2018 

16 Esther Miller      2005   Valerie Stephens’ Mother 
17 Gloria Simon      2011 Dale Brothers’ Mother 
19 Ruth Frankel      1975 Dave Frankel’s Mother 

20 Lillie Hirsch      1956 Member 

     A J Goldenthal      Marilyn Goldenthal’s Husband 

      Lisa Hyman Morrow      2017 

21 Adolph Wise       1928 Member 
22 Emanuel Klingstein       1971 Member (Cap) 
24 Charles Moore      Cleda Frankel’s Father 
     Milton Mitchell       Jerry Minskoff’s Brother 

YAHRZEITS 
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25 Julia Hirsch Canning       1945 

     Samuel Loewner       1894 Founding Member  
             (Made the Ten Commandment Tablets above the Torahs.) 

     Herman Heller 
     Sydney Nathanson 
     Joseph Strauss      1983 Mark Strauss’ Father 

26 Ida Fielder 2002       Arnie Kahn’s Mother-In –Law 

     Rabbi Lynne Landsberg        2018 
28 Sam Lane      2007 Stuart Liss’ Uncle 
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FEBRUARY 2022 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

9:30amReligious 
School 

 

First Day of Black History Month 

12pmAdult Education 
- Ethics 

 

7:30pmShabbat Service 

10:30amTorah 
Study 

 4pmAdult Education Prayer 
Book Fluency 

7pmAdult Education 
- Ethics 

  
 

   

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

9:30amReligious 
School 

 

4pmAdult Education Prayer 
Book Fluency 

12pmAdult Education 
- Ethics 

 

6:30pmFamily Service 

10:30amTorah 
Study 

 

 

7pmAdult Education 
- Ethics 

7:30pmShabbat Service 

 
 

   

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9:30amReligious 
School 

Valentine's 
Day 

4pmAdult Education Prayer Book 
Fluency 

12pmAdult Education 
- Ethics 

6:30pmBoard 
Meeting 

7:30pmShabbat Service 

10:30amTorah 
Study 

 

  

7pmAdult Education 
- Ethics 

   
 

  

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9:30amReligious 
School 

Presidents' 
Day 

4pmAdult Education Prayer Book 
Fluency 

12pmAdult Education 
- Ethics 

 

7:30pmShabbat Service 

10:30amTorah 
Study 

 

  

7pmAdult Education 

- Ethics 

  
 

  

 

27 28 1 2 3 4 5 

9:30amReligious 
School  

First Day of Women's History Month 

12pmAdult Education 
- Ethics  

7:30pmShabbat Service 

10:30amTorah 
Study 

 4pmAdult Education Prayer 
Book Fluency 

7pmAdult Education 
- Ethics 
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