Religious School Annual Report 2013-14
Respectfully submitted for Beth El by Dara Hall on 5/4/2014; 

read to the congregation by Ruth Berger (a most trusted comrade)

The Beth El Religious School gratefully acknowledges the work of our dedicated teachers: Alef – Fall – Sarah Berger, Spring – Eliana Segal, Bet – Allison Kaye & Madeline Hall (for Hebrew), Gimmel – Elissa Edwards, Makena Rafferty, & Madeline Hall (for Hebrew), Dalet - Rachel Reiter & Hannah Daniel, Music – Ron Ornstein, Principal - Dara Hall, and overall teacher, scholar, mentor, and good guy – Rabbi Joe Blair.  The Beth El religious school would also like to acknowledge Michelle Ornstein once again for her help overseeing the tuition process for our families and paying the honorarium to our teachers.  

We had a total of 27 students – 2 in Alef, 9 in Bet, 9 in Gimmel & 7 in Dalet.  We welcomed 2 new families and their children - Cai Johnstone-Yellin in Alef & Eli Cedeno in Bet.  We had a Consecration celebration during the Religious School Shabbat Service at Beth El in November and welcomed Cai and Troy into the study of Torah.  We currently have only been notified of two potential new students next year -- Meika Brand Polanco’s twins who would begin in Bet.  I look forward to having any others that you may hear about join us as well!  Our numbers are slowly decreasing - 2 alef students moving to Bet sort of says it all… we don’t know of any Alef students at this time. Please encourage anyone you know and any new families interested in Religious School to contact Dara Hall.  

There were five b’nai mitzvah since last school year including Skylar Krohn last June, Josh Lucas in November, Matthew Lovinger in December, and Jesse and Stephanie Brand at THOI in December.  We are anticipating two more b’nai mitzvah from Dalet coming up shortly – William Daniel on June 14th and Jessica Mintzer on June 28th.  Additionally, Andrew Graham and Sam Pereles are preparing for their bar mitzvahs for next year.  

For cJudaica and Hebrew curriculum this year, our Alef students used My Synagogue and Let’s Discover the Alef Bet.  Our Bet students worked through My Jewish Year and Hineni 1.  Our Gimmel students worked through The Explorer’s Bible 2 which is Haftorah stories and Hinenei 2 or 3 depending on their grade level.  Dalet students studied Life Cycle: Time of our Lives and studied Hebrew through the siddurim.  Bet and gimmel students presented Hebrew projects and dalet students presented Judaica projects to their peers this year on a variety of topics.  Students continue to be successful at mastering Hebrew liturgy at different rates and so we find the small teacher-student ratio to be very helpful.  We have had several teachers tutoring our students at home and have seen significant improvement in their Hebrew abilities.

We implemented the 3 Rs as our goal for all students this year: Respectful, Responsible, and Ready to Learn.  This school wide goal has been the framework for all of our events – including the Global education topic of Creating Together. During services we implemented a new system having older and younger students work together.  Ron Ornstein was also extremely helpful preparing for our Religious School Shabbat service.  For those of you who attended, you know how wonderful it was!  Later in the year, we spent much of our time preparing for our Purim spiels with the assistance of Leslie Harris and all of our teachers.  These plays were also met with great success!   

Our final religious school event will be taking place on May 18th – a Lag Be’Omer picnic with Maccabean games.  

At this time we are expecting all of our teachers to be returning next year to teach; except for Rachel Reiter, who will be graduating and had been with us for her entire 4 years at JMU.  She will still be involved with tutoring and SHORTY because she will still be in the area for her graduate year; however, she is going to reward herself with the ability to sleep in on Sundays.  Makena Rafferty has been accepted at JMU and will continue to teach next year – I keep telling her she chose this path so she could continue to teach here!  Honestly, they are all highly committed and excellent role models for our students.  Additionally, Hannah Daniel & Madeline Hall will continue as teacher assistants.  They are exceptional young women who have truly captured the hearts and minds of their students, helping them to succeed in their studies!  And finally, Dara Hall has committed once again to returning to Beth El for a ninth year as principal.  Thanks so much for your support!

